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Dear ISLA families,

Welcome to school year 2011-12!  Although ISLA is moving into its fifth year of operation, we are still experiencing “firsts”.  The class of 2012 will be the first to graduate from the 5959 Shady Oak building, and the kindergarteners, as the class of 2018, will be the first to enter and graduate in this building!  

It’s nice to have a career where more than twenty years in I am still talking about what is new!  About a week ago I had the pleasure of running into a former student from my second year teaching in Robbinsdale.  Her class was the “first” to graduate from our second building there.  She was with her mother, and both of them had interesting and fun memories to share of those early days in immersion.  Something interesting her mother had to say involved the behavior of this girl, who was a pretty perfect student in my second grade class.  I was told that until about third grade, she would regularly come home from school and have a meltdown.  Her mom described how she would get off the bus, smiling and waving to her friends, walk through the door, fall to the floor and begin crying.   This isn’t something I remembered and I’m not certain I was aware of it at the time.  The parents sought support from the school psychologist, who after much discussion realized my student worked hard all day, listened intently to the Spanish language, and just needed to “let lose” when she returned to the familiar, safe environment at home.  This is the first time I’ve heard of such things occurring as late as third grade, but it is not an unfamiliar story.  

Immersion is a gift.  I run into many former students every year, and every single one of them has always voiced praise and gratitude to their parents for choosing this option for them.  Nothing is ever free and completely easy, however.  Listening in a language that is not your first, all day long is WORK.  I hear every year from parents whose children are crying more than usual, more tired than usual, and who are spent at the end of the day.  This is normal.  Plan for it.  Don’t involve your child in extra activities this first month of school.  Plan for an earlier bedtime.  Keep things quieter at home in the evening.  Remember to have down time.  If you have a child who seems relatively unaffected by this work load, consider yourself very lucky!

My former student highlighted much more than the early struggle with language learning.  She has lived in Mexico and Spain for years at a time, and uses her Spanish regularly in her work.  She believes it is why she got the job before she completed her degree.  She has also studied Italian and Portuguese. She is still friends with many of her former classmates, and filled me in on many of them.  Her life is GOOD!
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Here’s to a fabulous 2011-12!

Sincerely,

Karen Terhaar

Communication:  If you have a question about your child’s education here at ISLA, it isn’t always clear to whom you turn for an answer.  Check out the ISLA handbook portion of the calendar to get a quick review of ISLA office staff and responsibilities.  For those of you who are new to ISLA, here is a look at what each of the ISLA administrators do.

Ximena Rayo will again be working not quite full-time this year. She is in charge of a number of areas that may affect you or your child.  Sra. Rayo oversees lunch and recess, scheduling, student discipline, bussing, technology, assessment, extra-curricular activities, summer camp, and the LA and playground committees.  If you have questions or concerns in any of these areas, please contact Ximena Rayo.

Karen Terhaar is busy working on numerous committees including the facility, marketing, finance, strategic planning, HR, and Executive committees. She also oversees all curriculum and instruction, reporting, compliance, staffing, contracted services and is an ex-oficio member of the School Board. General operation of the school and facility is her responsibility, and questions to that end can be directed to her.





Among individuals, as among nations, respect for the rights of others is peace.
Benito Juarez, Mexican President
Pick up and Drop off

The first week or two of school are generally slow with the bus arrivals.  In just a few days we have seen some improvement, but this will take a bit more time before the previous routes are finished on-time, allowing our busses to arrive at ISLA on-time.  Please be patient.  Our students will leave at the end of the day more quickly each day, but now that the first day is past, do not enter the building to pick up your child from the classroom.  This will slow down the entire process.  Our daily end time is 3:30.  The last kids to leave the building, who are being picked up, will likely leave at earliest, 3:40.  Since no precedent has been set in previous years, it will take at least another week to establish a predictable time.    Please do not drop off your child at school until 8:45, when the adult supervisor will be outside.  Thank you!
"Save the Date! 
Friday, September 23:  Uno Dos Grow Campaign Launch Party.  Learn more about the campaign and get involved over drinks and good cheer!  More info to come..."
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If anyone has an acoustic guitar in good condition that you can lend to Florencia (our LA from Argentina) for this school year, please contact Ximena Rayo at xrayo@islacad.org or 952-746-6020 ext. 103
New faces at ISLA

A few new faces can be found in classrooms and halls at ISLA.  Last year we introduced you to new classroom teachers.  This fall you may see Dana Helstrom our Special Education teacher, Sarah Dow, taking Carmen’s position, and Edgar Avendano, working part-time as a Special Education assistant.  If you are interested in sending Carmen Higueros a note of good bye or good wishes, contact the office.  We can pass that along for you.  Carmen is now student teaching full time in the area of ESL.

Save the Date!

Curriculum Night is Thursday, September 22 at 6:30.

Teachers will share classroom expectations, routines, and more.  

Find out what the routine is for homework, what exciting units will be studied, and what goes on day-to-day in your child’s class.




 Programas en Español en el Instituto de Arte de Minneapolis
VISITAS GUIADAS EN ESPAÑOL 
Creando paz: arte con espíritu de renovación

DOMINGO, SEPTIEMBRE 11, 1 p.m.

El conflicto es figura central en el mundo diariamente. Para muchos, los museos de arte se han convertido en lugares de refugio, contemplación y renovación. Observe como los artistas de distintos lugares y épocas han respondido al conflicto y las posibilidades para la resolución. 

TARIFAS: Gratis. No se requieren reservaciones.
El arte desde 1950

DOMINGO, OCTUBRE 9, 1 p.m.
¿Es esto arte? Descubra las diferentes maneras en las que los artistas modernos respondieron a su ambiente y desafiaron las normas tradicionales de lo que constituye el arte. Observe inturas abstractas y foto-realistas, esculturas minimalistas, trabajos modernos hechos en papel, y muchas obras más de arte contemporáneo.
TARIFAS: Gratis. No se requieren reservaciones.
Día de los Muertos

DOMINGOS, NOVIEMBRE 6, 13, 20, 27, 1 p.m.

Explore objetos de arte creados en honor a los ancestros provenientes de diversos lugares del mundo. Debata sobre el significado que tienen estas obras en relación a las actitudes hacia la vida y la muerte. Visite la exhibición “Ofrendas de los jóvenes: celebración de la vida y los recuerdos”, en la que podrá observar las ofrendas creadas por los estudiantes de: El Colegio High School, Thomas Edison High School, Humbold Secondary School y Austin High School en honor a sus antepasados.

TARIFAS: Gratis. No se requieren reservaciones.
CHARLA EN ESPAÑOL
El arte funerario en el occidente de México: la imaginación y la vida después de la muerte

JUEVES, SEPTIEMBRE 29, 6–7 p.m.
PILLSBURY AUDITORIUMDIRIGIDO POR DRA. ANGÉLICA AFANADOR-PUJOL, UNIVERSIDAD DE MINNESOTA
En los estados de Jalisco, Nayarit y Colima, las poblaciones del 300 a. C. al 200 d. C. enterraron a sus difuntos con varios ajuares funerarios: desde comida y bebidas, hasta piedras semi-preciosas y objetos importados desde las tierras lejanas. Esta charla contextualiza la cerámica de estas ofrendas funerarias utilizando varias piezas de la colección del MIA para analizar cómo la gente de estos estados imaginaron la vida en el más allá, y a la vez, entender cómo los antropólogos e historiadores de arte de hoy en día, han modelado la forma en la que vemos estas civilizaciones indígenas.

TARIFAS: $15 General $10 Miembros del MIA 

Para reservar entradas llame: (612) 870-6323 o resérvelas en la internet »
ESTUDIOS FAMILIARES 
Día de los Muertos 

JUEVES, OCTUBRE 20 | 10 a.m.–Noon VIERNES, OCTUBRE 21 | 1–3 p.m. 

TARIFAS: $15 por pareja adulto-niño $10 para miembros $5 por persona adicional 

Para registrar, llame: (612) 870-6323 o resérvelas en la internet » 
Instrucción disponible en Inglés y Español. 

¡No hay escuela! Disfruten tiempo juntos explorando obras de arte en las galerías y creando arte en el estudio. Descubran obras de arte que reflejan como diferentes culturas alrededor del mundo honran a sus ancestros. Después pueden crear una ofrenda miniatura en honor de alguien especial en su familia o comunidad. Los instructores y guías del museo estarán disponibles para discutir las tradiciones del Día de los Muertos en México.
	Fernando
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	fer_saggia@hotmail.com 

	I am Fernando Saggia, I am an English Teacher, graduated in 2005 in my home country, Paraguay, where I am currently studying Science of Education. I have been teaching in primary, junior and also high school throughout this time. I also have experience as a private tutor for children, adolescents and adults. I am the youngest son in the family. My father is a retired employee of a National Electrical Company in Paraguay; My mother is a housewife. My brother is in the Military, and my sisters are psychologists.
I have previously worked as a Camp Counselor and a lifeguard in North Carolina, in 2008. And as a Support Staff at Sea Camp in Florida, this past summer 2011. I was an active firefighter during 2002 to 2004 in Paraguay. I have also visited Brazil and Uruguay to attend some workshops and while vacationing. I enjoy cooking and playing any kind of sports. I also have some knowledge about Paraguayan guitar rhythms and some traditional Paraguayan dancing. 
Paraguay has two official languages, Spanish and Guarani, this last one is an aborigine language that has been inherited by Paraguay. So, the Paraguayan culture is the result of the mix of both languages which can be appreciated in its food, its crafts, its clothes, its dancing and in every aspect of daily life. And I am happy to share it!
I am open to any kind of extra work like tutoring, babysitting, etc. and can be reached at my email or (952) 933-1306. 

	Florencia
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	m_florvelez@hotmail.com 

	Hello! I'm Florencia, I'm 22 and I'm from Argentina, the second largest country in South America by land area, after Brazil. I live in a big city in the center of the country and I'm looking forward to sharing with you my culture and my country. My family is quite large: I have two sisters and seven brothers aged from 23 to 4. We get along really well; we are very close, and we support each other. We are like a big team!

I teach English at a binational (America/Argentina) center; I enjoy teaching kids very much because you can teach so many things through a simple game! While they have fun, children learn to respect and help each other, to share and collaborate, to work together, to behave as a team. 

In regards to my hobbies, I love the arts, especially music. I used to play piano when I was younger and now the guitar accompanies my singing. I also used to dance the tango, one of the Argentinean most famous dances.  I enjoy sports and outdoor activities as well: I like athletics, volleyball, swimming, camping, trekking and climbing. Some of my favorite activities at home are cooking, preparing souvenirs for parties, making handcrafts, gardening and playing with the youngest in my family. I look forward to meeting you and the cultural exchange that will happen!

If you need a babysitter, tutor, cook, a hand drawn birthday card, or invitation, or some kind of souvenir, I can be reached at my email or (763) 593-1798. 

	Helena
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	helena_olmo@hotmail.com 

	My name is Helena Olmo Peñate. I am from Spain and I live in Barcelona. I am a Preschool Teacher and I want to share my abilities and experience with other people in your school. I live with my family, my parents, Susana 59 and José 58 and my sisters Yaiza 30 and Carol 23. Yaiza is married to Carles and Carol is my twin sister who is close to me.
I love sharing my life with my friends and travelling around the world. One of the most important parts of my life are the children; they make me feel happy and a  positive person. I like to learn different languages and I can speak Spanish, Catalan and English. I enjoy baking, mainly cookies and deserts. My hobbies are watching films, being with my friends and sharing good times with them. I like nature and doing excursions in the mountain.
I would like to earn some money by babysitting and teaching Spanish and can be reached at my email or (952) 210-1721. 

	Javier 
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	jandresma@gmail.com 

	Hello everybody I am Javier Andrés Muñoz Avila. I am a live wired person.  I am humble.  I take advice and I like to learn and know new things. I am open minded and friendly. I like tennis, swimming, football (soccer) and photography. I have some knowledge of Portuguese too. I also like to practice outdoor activities where I am closer to nature which I respect and take care of. 
I am the youngest of four children. I was born February 9th of 1989 in Colombia. My family is formed by my mother Leonor, who is a retired school teacher. My brother Juan Carlos is an agronomist. He is married and has three children. My other brother is Mario, he is a surgeon and he currently works with the Red Cross organization in Colombia. My sister is Angela and she is a lawyer. 
If you need a tutor, I can be reached at my email or (952) 543-1842.


ISLA PTO NEWS
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR ISLA-PTO GARAGE SALE THIS SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 7AM - 5PM
The PTO could really use some more volunteers to work at the ISLA garage sale fundraiser on Saturday, September 10. If you can cover a two hour shift (7-9AM, 9-11AM, 11-1PM, 1-3PM, 3-5PM), please contact Lisa Firth by phone, 612.636.1043, or e-mail at  lgrimes100@hotmail.com or sign up at www.SignUpGenius.com/go/isla1/1211930.
The PTO is also still accepting donations of gently used items for the ISLA garage sale.  Donations can be dropped off at the home of Lisa Firth, 109 Interlachen Road, Hopkins, 55343 on Thursday, September 8 from 9AM - 9PM and on Friday, September 9 from 9AM - 9PM.
There are over 70 garage sales in the neighborhood on this day, so stop by the ISLA-PTO fundraiser sales at 109 Interlachen Road, 148 Interlachen Road and 1325 Preston Lane to shop and say hi.  Tell your friends and family!!

Tentative Fundraiser
There is a tentative fundraiser scheduled at Chipotle next week.  More details to follow from the PTO.

 


Tuesday, 

September 13th 

@ 6:30pm

ISLA Media Center 

5959 Shady Oak Road

Minnetonka, MN
Childcare will be available.

Please visit www.isla-pto.org and complete the link provided to register for childcare.
ISLA Directory


(952) 746-6020


Karen Terhaar, Director	Ext. 102	� HYPERLINK "mailto:kterhaar@islacad.org" �kterhaar@islacad.org�


Ximena Rayo, Asst. Director	Ext. 103	� HYPERLINK "mailto:xrayo@islacad.org" �xrayo@islacad.org� 


Karen Speich, Program Asst.	Ext. 104	� HYPERLINK "mailto:kspeich@islacad.org" �kspeich@islacad.org�


Emily Smith, Office		Ext. 100	� HYPERLINK "mailto:esmith@islacad.org" �esmith@islacad.org�


Jen Jouppi, Bookkeeper	Ext. 101	� HYPERLINK "mailto:jjouppi@islacad.org" �jjouppi@islacad.org� 


Paola Patiño-Johnson, K	Ext. 110	� HYPERLINK "mailto:ppatino-johnson@islacad.org" �ppatino-johnson@islacad.org� 


Diana Amezquita, K		Ext. 111	� HYPERLINK "mailto:damezquita@islacad.org" �damezquita@islacad.org� 


Vanessa Bera, 1st grade	Ext. 113	� HYPERLINK "mailto:vbera@islacad.org" �vbera@islacad.org�


Dayra de la Cruz, 1st grade	Ext. 112	� HYPERLINK "mailto:ddelacruz@islacad.org" �ddelacruz@islacad.org� 


Emily Helgerson, 2nd grade	Ext. 115	� HYPERLINK "mailto:sbaksic@islacad.org" �sbaksic@islacad.org�


Pam Shrestha, 2nd Grade	Ext.114	� HYPERLINK "mailto:pshrestha@islacad.org" �pshrestha@islacad.org�


Cori Adams, 3rd grade	Ext. 117	� HYPERLINK "mailto:cadams@islacad.org" �cadams@islacad.org�


Kelsie Knudson, 3rd grade	Ext. 116	� HYPERLINK "mailto:kknudson@islacad.org" �kknudson@islacad.org� 


Briana Boeser, 4th grade	Ext. 119	� HYPERLINK "mailto:bboeser@islacad.org" �bboeser@islacad.org�


Amanda Lea, 5th grade	Ext. 120	� HYPERLINK "mailto:alea@islacad.org" �alea@islacad.org�


Sarah Devers, 6th grade	Ext. 118	� HYPERLINK "mailto:sdevers@islacad.org" �sdevers@islacad.org� 


Jorge Gonzalez, Music & Art	Ext. 131	� HYPERLINK "mailto:jgonzalez@islacad.org" �jgonzalez@islacad.org�


Juan Carlos Ruiz, PE		Ext. 133	� HYPERLINK "mailto:jcruiz@islacad.org" �jcruiz@islacad.org�	


Mary Rehaume, Band	Ext. 132	� HYPERLINK "mailto:mrehaume@islacad.org" �mrehaume@islacad.org� 


Dana Helstrom, Special Ed.	Ext. 130	� HYPERLINK "mailto:dhelstrom@islacad.org" �dhelstrom@islacad.org� 


Compañeros by Mis Amigos	Ext. 124	or (952) 935-5588


(info@misamigospreschool.com)








�	Calendar of Events


9/10		ISLA-PTO Garage Sale, 7 am – 5 pm


9/13		ISLA-PTO meeting, 6:30 pm


Childcare available.  Sign up at � HYPERLINK "http://www.isla-pto.org" �www.isla-pto.org� 


9/20		Late Start (2 hours)


		PM kinder attends at normal time


9/20		ISLA Board meeting, 7 pm


9/22		Curriculum Night, 6:30 pm


10/4		Picture Day














