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Dear ISLA families,

This newsletter reaches you on the first day of October.  Many exciting things are happening this month at ISLA!  First and foremost, three new teachers have finally arrived in our fair state!  Welcome to Dayra De La Cruz, first grade, Oscar Franco, fifth/sixth grade, and Juan Carlos Ruiz, PE.  We are all very pleased with their arrival, and thrilled that they bring the count of native Spanish speakers at ISLA to seven, with three TAs as well!  We are very fortunate to have such a blend of both English native speakers and Spanish native speakers.  This mix allows ISLA to develop a strong curriculum and language model in both languages.

With this change in staffing, it is important to thank three wonderful substitute teachers who have worked very hard this past month.  Katie Nagel, Matt Pletcher and Molly Constance-Devich have made this transition a smooth one.  ISLA extends a sincere thank you to all three teachers.  We hope to see all these teachers throughout the school year as they continue to work in the capacity of substitute teacher at ISLA.

The week of October 12 is a busy one!  Conferences will be held the first three days of that week.  This Thursday envelope has the sign-up forms for the fall conferences.  These conferences focus on goal setting for our students.  While progress to date is also a part of the conference, this is a time to reflect on the needs of the child and together, teacher, student and parents/guardians, set goals for the year.  Children will also attend the conference.

That same week teachers will be attending an immersion workshop locally.  ISLA has dedicated a great deal of staff development to the development of IBPYP units of inquiry, as well as a consistent study of best practices in immersion education.  We look forward to learning new things with our colleagues in the immersion community.

I look forward to seeing you all mid-month at conference time!

Sincerely,

Karen Terhaar

ISLA Director
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Calendar of Events 
October 6



Picture Day

October 12-14   Fall Conferences, No school

October 13
  ISLA Board meeting, 6:30 pm

October 15
   Teacher workshop, No school

October 16     Ed. MN Convention, No school

October 20


Late Start (2 hrs)





No PM Kinder

October 27


PTO meeting, 7 pm

October 30


Halloween Fiestas

November 3


Picture Re-takes

November 6
Dia de los Muertos Family Night

November 10   ISLA Board meeting, 6:30 pm

November 15
Barnes & Noble Book Fair

November 17

Late Start (2hrs)


      PM Kinder attends at normal time
November 17
McDonald’s Night, 4-7 pm

November 17       4-H meeting, 6:30-7:30 pm

November 24

PTO meeting, 7 pm

November 24
End of 1st marking period

November 25    Teacher workshop, no school

November 26-27
       Thanksgiving Holiday
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Picture Day
Picture day has changed from what was scheduled on the school calendar.  Picture day will be held on Tuesday, October 6th.  You should have received order information your student’s back pack.  If you need another order form, please contact the office.  Students who are absent on October 6th will have an opportunity to have their picture taken on picture re-take day which is Tuesday, November 3rd.  
[image: image5.emf]  McDonald’s Night
Please plan on attending the ISLA PTO fundraiser at the McDonald’s located at 4637 Shady Oak Road on Tuesday, November 17th from 4-7 pm.  15% of all sales will be donated to ISLA.  Come enjoy not having to cook and being able to connect with other ISLA families.

[image: image6.wmf]   Fall Conferences
Fall goal setting conferences are scheduled for October 12-14.  Monday and Tuesday conferences will be from noon to 8:00 pm and Wednesday they are scheduled from 8:00 am to noon.  This is a time for you to meet with your child and his/her teacher to set goals for this academic year.  Your child’s attendance is important.  
Please look for a conference sign-up form in your child’s back pack.  These forms should be returned to your child’s teacher by Monday, October 4th.  Teachers will meet to schedule sibling conferences on Monday, October 4th after school.  Confirmation of conference time will be sent home in your child’s “Casa” folder on Tuesday, October 5th.  Sr. Gonzalez and Sr. Ruiz will be available for conferences.  Please contact them directly to set up a meeting time.

Project Earth
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ISLA has an exciting opportunity to "go green" with a program called Project EARTH (Environmentally Aware, Ready To Help).  You'll hear more about this program in the next month, but here is a quick introduction as well as an ACTION ITEM highlighted in yellow below.  

ISLA received a grant through Hennepin County's Community POWER program to develop a program called Project EARTH.  The goal of Project EARTH is to help our own students learn how they can produce less garbage at school and at home, and to help them share what they learn with students at other Spanish Immersion schools and with the Spanish-speaking community in Hennepin County.
There are three major components to Project EARTH:

1. Exploring why it is important to reduce our garbage, and how waste reduction is different from recycling.  (For example -- we can recycle plastic bottles into playground equipment or carpeting....but waste reduction goes a step further by choosing a refillable, reusable water bottle instead of one that is used once and recycled).

2. Learning specific ways to reduce the types of things we typically throw away or recycle.  Each grade level will focus on one material, and what they learn will be shared with all ISLA families at a Family Night as well as through take-home materials.

3. Sharing what we've learned with our families, other Spanish Immersion schools, and the Hispanic community in Hennepin County.  As part of the grant, the PTO will hold a Family Night in February to highlight what the students are learning.  Students will also develop a presentation for other Spanish Immersion schools, and a video to document what they've learned.

****
As we launch this program, we will be asking all families to complete a brief survey to determine your CURRENT participation in specific actions that can help the environment.  The survey will be emailed to you on October 7th - please watch your inbox and complete the survey with the help of your children.
We appreciate your help with this important part of our Project EARTH Grant.  Watch your Thursday folders and emails for more information.  In the meantime, please contact Ximena Rayo (xrayo@islacad.org) if you have any questions.  
Hispanic Heritage Month
By Marcela Sanchez and Jackie Caverly
Did you know that people in Chile don’t eat chilis (chili peppers)?  Or that tacos, nachos and burritos are Mexican foods and aren’t representative of any other countries in Latin America?  Did you know that Mexican cuisine is spicy, but other Latin American countries and Spain prefer non-spicy food?  Food is just one aspect of Latin American cultura that has become part of our everyday lives here in the United States.  

Hispanic Heritage Month, Sept. 15 to Oct. 15, is a national celebration of the traditions of Hispanic Americans and their contributions to the United States.

Hispanic Heritage Week first was observed in the United States in 1968 during President Lyndon Johnson’s administrations.  In 1988, President Ronald Reagan extend the observance to a month to include the independence days of Latin American countries such as Costa Rica, El Salvadore, Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua, Mexico and Chile, and also Columbus Day on Octo. 12, which is observed in many Latin American countries as El Dia de la Raza or Day of the Race.  

Americans with origins in Spain and Latin America have been part of the United States since its birth.  San Juan, Puerto Rico, founded in the early 16th century, can be regarded as the oldest city in the United States.  Today there are more than 45 million Americans who identify as Hispanic or Latino.

Did you know?
Some famous Hispanic Americans include:

· Actors: Alexis Bledel, Cameron Diaz, Andy Garcia, Rita Hayworth, Anthony Quinn, and Martin Sheen.

· Authors: Isabel Allende, Sandra Cisneros, Junto Diaz, Victor Villaseñor.

· Government: Alberto Gonzales, Mel Martinez, Bill Richardson, Sonja Sotomayor.

· Musicians: Joan Baez, Selena Gomez, Carlos Santana, Gloria Estefan and Ritchie Valens.
Hennepin County Library is celebrating Hispanic Heritage Month.  Libraries that serve Spanish-speaking customers through an outreach liaison and have a Spanish language collection are offering a variety of programs for all ages, including music, arts and crafts and dance from Latin America, in addition to Spanish storytimes, Conversation Circles and computer clases.  Fort he full line up of programs, see our Kids printed program or visit www.hclib.org.


The Eden Prairie Library has an extensive collection of materials in Spanish, including picture books, children’s and teen fiction, magazines, audio books and movies for all ages.  Many of the books and movies were originally produced or published in Spanish.

(cont.)
Childrens’ nonfiction

Read more about the vibrant, colorful cultura of Hispanic Americans!  A few recommended titles:

· “Wáchale! Poetry and Prose on Growing Up Latino in America;” edited by Ilan Stavans (Cricket Books, 2001)

· “The Changing Face of America: Hispanic Roots, Hispanic Pride;” by Deborah Kent. (Child’s World, 2004)
Adult nonfiction
· “Latino Minnesota;” by Roethke Leigh. (Afton Historical Society Press, 2007)

· “Latino U.S.A.:  A Cartoon History;” by Ilan Stavans. (Basic Books, 2000)

· “Legends en Espanol: The 100 Most Iconic Hispanic Entertainers of All Time.” (Celebra, 2008)

Find other books by Latin American and Spanish authors on Hennepin County Library’s BookSpace:

· Favorite Reads by Hispanic American Authors: http://www.hclib.org/pub/bookspace/myBooklists/ShowList.cfm?ListID=2345 
· Favorite Reads by Latin American and Spanish authors: http://www.hclib.org/pub/bookspace/myBooklists/ShowList.cfm?ListID=2345
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 PTO Fundraiser
The ISLA-PTO will be working the Cub Foods snack shack Friday, October 2nd – Sunday, October 5th.  The PTO volunteers will staff the hot dog booth outside of the Cub Foods located on Highway 7 by Knollwood Mall.  ISLA-PTO will receive 40% of the procedes from the weekend’s sales.  Please share this information with family and friends and support our school.
TA Transportation
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One of our TA’s, David Herrero, is in need of transportation to school starting on Tuesday, October 6th.  David stays with the Keller-Brude family and they live at Minnetonka Mills Road and Van Buren Avenue North.  If you are able to help with transportation, please contact Marcella Gratke, TA Coordinator at kmgratke@msn.com. 
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