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Dear ISLA families, 

 

This past summer we received the results of the MCA tests for third through fifth grade.  With 100% of ISLA students 
passing reading   and 87% math, we were pleased with the results.  Reviewing test results always includes an analysis of 
scores, and also a look at what we can do better in the future. 

I have noticed that very often children everywhere score higher in reading than math.  While reflecting upon this last 
summer, it occurred to me that in my own home, we have read diligently to our children since they were born, but we 
don’t engage in math on a daily basis beyond helping our kids with homework.  Perhaps this is true of other families. 

Our staff has looked at ways we can improve student achievement in math at ISLA.  We chose two specific areas to focus 
on:    Spatial Sense, Geometry and Measurement and Math Reasoning.  These are the two areas that were weakest 
across the board.  Understand that “weakest” in this case simply means that a few students scored at 60% mastery, 
when we would like them to be at 80% or higher.  Many students did very well in these areas, but we are looking at 
improvement and enrichment. 

In analyzing data, we also talk as a staff about ways in which we can be more “math minded” as a school, and encourage 
this to continue at home.  In the coming months, you will see more about math in the weekly newsletters and Thursday 
envelope.  We will incorporate math into the morning meeting, and will find resources to share with you for use at 
home.  Some of you may be math -minded families already.  We welcome your suggestions as well! 

Enjoy the close of 2009! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Karen Terhaar 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ISLA Directory 
(952) 746-6020 

Karen Terhaar, Director Ext. 202 kterhaar@islacad.org 
Ximena Rayo, Asst. Director Ext. 211 xrayo@islacad.org  
Karen Speich, Program Asst. Ext. 204 kspeich@islacad.org 
Emily Smith, Office  Ext. 201 esmith@islacad.org 
Rhonda Amon, Bookkeeper Ext. 212 ramon@islacad.org 
Amanda Lea, Kindergarten Ext. 207 alea@islacad.org 
Pam Shrestha, Kindergarten Ext. 210 pshrestha@islacad.org 
Vanessa Bera, 1st grade Ext. 205 vbera@islacad.org 
Dayra de la Cruz, 1st grade Ext. 213 ddelacruz@islacad.org  
Emily Helgerson, 2nd grade Ext. 209 sbaksic@islacad.org 
Cori Adams, 3rd grade Ext. 208 cadams@islacad.org 
Briana Boeser, 4th grade Ext. 214 bboeser@islacad.org 
Oscar Franco, 5th/6th grade Ext. 206 ofranco@islacad.org  
Judy Rupert, Special Ed. Ext. 204 jrupert@islacad.org  
Jorge Gonzalez, Music & Art  jgonzalez@islacad.org 
Juan Carlos Ruiz, PE   jcruiz@islacad.org  
Mary Rehaume, Band  mrehaume@islacad.org  
Compañeros by Mis Amigos Ext. 311 (952) 935-5588 
(info@misamigospreschool.com) 



    Calendar of Events 
Dec. 3   Report cards sent home. 

Dec. 8   Board meeting, 6:30 pm 

Dec. 19 – Jan. 3 Winter Break, no school 
Jan. 4   School Resumes 

Jan. 12  Board meeting, 6:30 pm 

Jan. 14 New Family Parent 

Information Meeting, 7 pm.   

Jan. 18 Martin Luther King Jr. Day, 

 no school. 
Jan. 19 Late Start (2 hours late) 
 No PM Kindergarten 
Jan. 19 McDonald’s Night, 4-7 pm 

Jan. 26 PTO meeting, 7 pm 
 
 

Cold Weather Dress  
Exercise and physical activity helps children 
release their muscle tension after several hours 
in school and contributes to overall wellness, 
including cardiovascular and muscular strength 
and endurance.  Recess also provides an 
opportunity for students to play and relax 
outdoors and to socialize.  As the weather is 
getting cooler, please ensure that your child has 
the appropriate dress for outside recess.  If it is 
determined that the temperature or the wind 
chill prevent safe exposure, an “inside day” will 
be announced, and alternate activities will be 
provided in the classroom or gym.  Inside days 
occur when the temperature falls below 0˚ F, or 
it is determined that it is not safe.  Students 
should always come to school with appropriate 
outdoor clothing.  Even if the weather is below 
0˚ F in the morning when you drop your 
student off, it could warm up by recess.  
 

 Report Cards Please look for report cards in your child’s back pack on Thursday, December 3rd.    

SCHOOL CLOSING    
The directive to close schools comes from 
the office of the superintendent of Hopkins 
Schools. All local stations announce school 
closings for Hopkins Schools in the 
morning before school opens and 
announce early dismissals due to 
developing severe weather.  ISLA will not 
be named individually. We are included in 
the announcement about Hopkins School 
District #270. If there is a question as to 
the possibility of school being closed, 
please tune your radio to WCCO or other 
local news stations. The major local TV 
stations run a continuous print-out across 
the bottom of the screen to keep you 
informed on school closings.  You can also 
sign up for e-mail notification regarding 
closings at the following site: 
http://wcco.com/schoolclosings.   
Please avoid calling the school during 
this extremely busy time.  
 
    

        Sibling Enrollment 
Make sure that your child receives the sibling 

enrollment priority they are entitled to at ISLA.  

Submit a student application to the ISLA office for 

the sibling of a currently enrolled student by the 

sibling enrollment deadline of February 12, 2009 at 

4:00 p.m.  Any student applications for a sibling 

received after the deadline will follow regular 

enrollment processes.   
 
 

  Compañeros 
If you are in need of child care for the winter break 
please contact Carolina at Mis Amigos.  She can be 
reached at (952) 935-5588 or 
info@misamigospreschool.com.   
 

 



Medication Administration 
Whenever possible, parents should administer 
medication to their children at home.  For the safety 
of your student as well as the other ISLA students, it 
is essential that the following be observed when 
medication is to be given during the school day: 

• The school must have on file a completed 
medication consent form signed by a parent 
and the prescribing doctor.  You may obtain 
one from the office or on the ISLA website 
under the Health Services tab then the 
Medication at School tab. 

• Medication should not be sent in with your 
student in their backpack.  Please plan on 
bringing it to the office. 

• Medication must be in the original 
prescription container with your student’s full 
name, name and dosage of medication, time 
and directions for administration, physician’s 
name and date. 

• All medication administered at school will be 
kept in a locked drawer, cabinet or file in the 
office.   

 
 

   Notes from the Nurse 
 

So far we have weathered the cold and flu 

season very well.  Your students have been 

diligent about washing their hands and 

coughing into their sleeve so as not to 

spread germs.  We have had the cleaning 

staff disinfecting door knobs twice a day to 

reduce the spread of germs.  Please work 

with your student over winter break to 

remind them to stay diligent with their hand 

washing so we can limit the effect of the 

second wave of the cold and flu season that 

usually happens the end of January. 

 
ISLA is excited to announce a Food & Fund Drive 
supporting Second Harvest Heartland.  We are hoping 
to raise either 1,000 pounds of food or to raise $500.00 
in donations…or both!!!  We need your help and 
support to make this happen.   
 
There are two easy ways to start feeding our hungry 
neighbors today: 
 

• Donate online.  Visit 
http://www.2harvest.org/site/TR/Events/Fooda
ndFundDrives?px=1219069&pg=personal&fr_id
=1050&et=XOMmeza2JUi3cEWhONSqDw..&s_t
afld=1120and click the dónate button. 
 

• Send food ítems in to school with your 
child(ren) now through December 17th.  Check 
Second Harvest Heartland’s website for  the 
most needed ítems.  **Please do not send glass 

containers, perishable ítems or home-canned 

foods.** 
 

 

Blue Sky Guides 
 
The PTO is selling Blue Sky Guides as a 
fundraiser.  Blue Sky Guides are a filled with 
valuable coupons for savings at local, 
sustainable businesses, and has information 
about living green in our community.  They 
make excellent holiday gifts.   
 
There are 4 easy ways to purchase one: 

• Stop by the school office. 
• Purchase at any ISLA PTO meeting. 
• Order on the PTO website – www.isla-

pto.org and send a check payable to 
ISLA PTO or cash to school with your 
student in an envelope marked Blue 
Sky Guide.  

• Order on the PTO website and pay 
using PayPal. 

 



Attitude 
By Charles Swindoll 

 

The longer I live, the more I realize the 

impact of attitude on life. 

 

Attitude, to me, is more important than 

facts. 

 

It is more important than the past, than 

education, than money, than circumstances, 

than failures, than successes, than what 

other people think or say or do. 

 

It is more important than appearances, 

giftedness, or skill. 

 

The remarkable thing is that we have choice 

everyday regarding the attitude we will 

embrace for that day. 

 

We cannot change the past… 

 

We cannot change the fact that people will 

act in a certain way.  

 

We cannot change the inevitable. 

 

The only thing we can do is play on the one 

string we have, and that is our attitude… 

 

I am confinced that life is 10% what 

happens to me and 90% how I react to it. 

 

 

 
 

Spanish Read to Me 
Mondays, December 7, Dec. 14, Jan. 11, Jan. 25, 
Feb. 1, Feb. 8, Feb. 15 & Feb. 22, 6:30 – 
7:30 p.m.  
Rockford Road Library  
For kids in preschool through Grade 4.  Stories read 
to children in Spanish. Sometimes a traditional 
Spanish game might be included or a short movie in 
Spanish. Stop by for a story or two or three! 
 

The Precious Object 
December 1–January 3  
Central Library 
In an increasingly cold, technology-saturated world, 
this exhibit speaks to the desire for the handmade. 
The 14 Minnesota artists in the exhibition explore 
issues of nature, simulation, craft, collection and 
fantasy through a broad range of materials and 
processes. The resulting work speaks to our 
personal connections with physical objects as a 
means to preserve, and sometimes replicate, 
experience and place. 
Presented in partnership with mnartists.org’s 
ARTmn competitive series sponsored by The 
Decider. mnartists.org is a joint project of The 
McKnight Foundation and the Walker Art Center. 

Aha! Kids Science 
Tuesday, Dec. 29, 1 p.m.  
Minnetonka Library 
Registration required, begins Dec 1. Call 
952.847.5725. 
For kids in grades 3-5.  Explore different ways to 
get a flashlight bulb to light! 

Used Book Sale 
Saturday, Feb. 20, 10a.m. – 4 p.m.  
Ridgedale Library 
Bargain hunters and book lovers take note: the 
Friends of the Library will hold a sale of hundreds 
of adult and children's fiction and nonfiction books 
in hardcover and paperback. Most books, 
withdrawn from the Hennepin County Library 
system or donated by the public, will be priced $1 
or less. Check this out for purchase of Spanish 
books for your child’s library. 

 

 


