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� Testing  
 

NWEA 
The NWEA-MAP assessment is an online test that 
students in grades 3 – 6 take at least two times per 
year in reading and math. The primary purpose of 
this assessment is to measure academic growth of 
students over time. Because the results are simply 
used internally, we avoid test anxiety by not 
publishing the dates of these assessments.  
Students in Grade 2 practice this assessment in the 
spring to help familiarize students with the format of 
this assessment.  
 

MCA  
 The Minnesota Comprehensive Assessments 
begin in Grade 3-6. These are state tests used 
to measure how well schools are doing to help 
all students achieve academically. Students in 
grade 3-6 will take the reading and math 
assessments this year in the spring. Parents/ 
guardians can download a practice tests at the 
Minnesota Department of Education’s website 
if they would like to see the types of questions 
that may be asked on this assessment. These 
are the assessments that are used to 
determine if a school is making Adequate 
Yearly Progress or AYP.  A science test, 
relatively new, is also given in grade five.  The 
date for these assessments is found on the 
school calendar. 
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The Dia de los Muertos family night will be held 
on Friday, November 6th from 6-8 pm.  The 
event chairs need your help.  Donations of 
stuffed animals and gently used books will be 
used for game prizes.  If you have stuffed 
animals or books to dónate, bring them to the 
ISLA office or send in your child’s back pack.  
They are currently signing up volunteers for a 
shift during the event to help run various 
activities.  They could also use help setting up 
and cleaning up after this event.  If you are 
interested in volunteering, please contact the 
event chairs – Heather Copps at 
hgcopps@gmail.com or Lisa Nicpon at 
lisa_nicpon@uhc.com.   
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 Time Change  
 
It’s that time of year again when time “falls 
back”.  Please remember to change your 
clocks on Saturday night.   
 
 
 



SCHOOL CLOSING  	  
The directive to close schools comes from 
the office of the superintendent of Hopkins 
Schools. All local stations announce school 
closings for Hopkins Schools in the 
morning before school opens and 
announce early dismissals due to 
developing severe weather.  ISLA will not 
be named individually. We are included in 
the announcement about Hopkins School 
District #270. If there is a question as to 
the possibility of school being closed, 
please tune your radio to WCCO or other 
local news stations. The major local TV 
stations run a continuous print-out across 
the bottom of the screen to keep you 
informed on school closings.  You can also 
sign up for e-mail notification regarding 
closings at the following site: 
http://wcco.com/schoolclosings.   
Please avoid calling the school during 
this extremely busy time.  
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