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Queridas familias, 

A few years ago I was listening to a segment on MPR.  I cannot remember 
who was being interviewed, but I remember the guest was very successful in 
his field, making great contributions.  One simple comment has stuck in my 
mind these few years.  When asked what influence his parents had on him 
growing up, he commented that his mother always had one thing to say to 
him as he went off to school, “Ask good questions.”  The guest had spent a 
lifetime asking questions and seeking answers.  This has stuck in my mind as 
something I want for my own children. 

I drive my son to school every day, and as he steps out the car door, I say to 
him consistently “Be good, and ask good questions.”  A couple weeks ago I 
paused, looked at him and asked“…And what two things do I always say?”  
He repeated the line himself.  I knew he was hearing me, but I didn’t know if 
he was heeding my advice. 

After hearing inquiry expert John Barell speak to a group of us at ISLA, I 
have decided to change up the car routine a bit to make it more meaningful.  I 
now use the time in the car to engage my kids more; to ask specific questions 
based on what I know they are studying in school.  The newsletter is a perfect 
source to gather information about what your child is studying, and then 
model that “wondering” yourself.  You can model the “good question” I talk 
about above.  Ask a good question yourself.  If your child’s class is studying 
water, you may wonder aloud about water.  You don’t need to know the an-
swer.  Asking questions will reinforce what is going on in the classroom. 
We can take this modeling beyond what is being taught in the classroom.  
While you are reading a book to your child, ask a question that comes to 
mind.  When you are cooking, shopping, skiing, playing… model questions 
you have to your child.  It is amazing how quickly your child will pick up on 
this modeling and begin to wonder him/herself. 

What we are doing is nurturing the natural curiosity children have.  We are 
also ensuring they don’t lose this curiosity.  When I was teaching I mostly 
gave answers to my students.  The inquiry method encourages our children to 
ask questions and seek answers.  Perhaps in guiding them on this journey we 
ourselves, will become better inquirers! 

Sincerely, 
 
Karen Terhaar 
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Karen Terhaar, Director ext. 202 
kterhaar@islacad.org 

Ximena Rayo, Asst. Director ext 211 
xrayo@islacad.org 

Karen Speich, Program Asst. ext. 204 
kspeich@islacad.org 

Emily Smith, Office ext. 201 
esmith@islacad.org 

Jen Jouppi, Bookkeeper ext. 212 
jjouppi@islacad.org 

Amanda Lea, Kindergarten ext. 207 
alea@islacad.org 

Pam Shrestha, Kindergarten ext. 210 
pshrestha@islacad.org 

Vanessa Bera, 1st Grade ext. 205 
vbera@islacad.org 

Dayra de la Cruz, 1st Grade ext. 213 
ddelacruz@islacad.org 

Emily Helgerson, 2nd Grade ext. 209 
ehelgerson@islacad.org 

Cori Adams, 3rd Grade ext. 208 
cadams@islacad.org 

Briana Boeser, 4th Grade ext. 214 
bboeser@islacad.org 

Oscar Franco, 5th/6th Grade ext. 206 
ofranco@islacad.org 

Judy Rupert, Special Ed. ext. 204 
jrupert@islacad.org 

Jorge Gonzalez, Music and Arte 
jgonzalez@islacad.org 

Juan Carlos Ruiz, P.E. 
jcruiz@islacad.org 

Mary Rehaume, Band 
mrahaume@islacad.org 

Compañnros by Mis Amigos, 
ext. 311 or (952) 935-5588 
info@misamigospreschool.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 

International Spanish 
Language Academy 



�����������	������ �Calendar of Events 
February 25              Last day of Young Rembrandt’s class 
February 26   PTO Family Night, 6-8:30 pm 
March 1       Last day of soccer 
March 9    Late start, 2 hours late 
March 9    No PM kindergarten 
March 9   ISLA Board Meeting, 6:30 pm 
March 10  Discipline Policy Meeting, 6:30-8 pm 
March 16   McDonald’s Night, 4-7 pm 
March 17   End of second marking period 
March 18   Teacher Workshop, No School 
March 19                        No School 
March 23         State of the School Address, 7 pm 
March 25    Report cards sent home 
March 25        Kindergarten Round-up, 6:30-8 pm 

will have the opportunity to help. 

I would like to take this opportunity 
to thank our 4th grade class, who has 
been helping cleaning the tables in the 
lunch room. Student should feel proud 
of the work they have done. As March 
rolls around 3rd graders will have a 
chance to do the same. 2nd graders 
will have their turn in May and June. 
All students will have this duty for 
one to two weeks max. This will take 

Dear Families, 

It is amazing how January and Febru-
ary came and went and March is al-
most here. As I mentioned in our 
January Newsletter we are working 
towards being a caring community 
and with that we believe that caring 
for each other and serving each other 
is an important aspect that we would 
like to continue to encourage in all 
students. All second lunch students 

between five to seven minutes and 
then students will be on their way to 
recess. We appreciate your support. 
Please feel free to contact me if you 
have any question. 

I look forward to 
working with all 
your children, 

Ximena Rayo 
Assistant Director 
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Guatemala.  A free will offering 
will be taken.  Family friendly for 
children seven and older. 
�
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Join Twin Cities Vocalist 
Mary Keepers & Friends: 
Singing for a Common Reason! 

    with Dana Black at the piano      
 
Join them for an evening of enter-
tainment, fun & glorious generos-
ity!  The concert will benefit Com-
mon Hope, a St. Paul-based non-
profit organization that educates 
children and empowers families in 
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Mark your calendars -Tuesday, March 9th is 
our next late start day. Buses will be running 
2 hours later than normal and all grades 
(including all-day kindergarten) will begin 
classes at 10:58 a.m. There will be no PM 
kindergarten. 
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The Yearbook Commit-
tee is also seeking can-
did photos to include in 
the yearbook.  Have 
some great shots?  
Please save them to a 
CD and leave them in 
the ISLA office for the 

Just a reminder that your student’s 
yearbook order form should be 
turned in to your child’s teacher by 
Friday, March 5th.  Order forms 
were sent home in your student’s 
backpack on Thursday, February 
11th.  Make sure your student does-
n’t miss out on this opportunity.   

Yearbook Committee. 
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� Board Member 
Contact Information 

 
Sonia Miller-Van Oort, Chair 
smiller@islacad.org 
 
Michael Valley, Treasurer 
mvalley@islacad.org 
 
Kate Shamblott, Chair Elect 
Facility Committee Chair 
kshamblott@islacad.org 
 
Mark Mathison,  
Governance Committee Chair 
mmathison@islacad.org 
 
Eric Peterson,  
Communications/Marketing 
Committee Chair 
epeterson@islacad.org 
 
Vanessa Bera 
vbera@islacad.org 
 
Briana Boeser 
bboeser@islacad.org 
 
Melody Brombacher 
mbrombacher@islacad.org 
 
Kerry Krawczyk-LeMieux  
klemieux@islacad.org 
 
Steve Semler 
ssemler@islacad.org 
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12007 Excelsior Blvd. 
Minnetonka, MN  55343 
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Students should 
ALWAYS come to 
school with appro-
priate outdoor 
clothing for the 
season. Hats, 

gloves, 
jackets, snow-
pants and boots 
should be sent 
with your child 
daily.  

If your child has trouble re-

Exercise and physical activ-
ity helps children 
release their mus-
cle tension after 
several hours in 
school and contrib-
utes to overall 
wellness, including 
cardiovascular and muscular 
strength and endurance. 

Recess also provides an op-
portunity for students to 
play and relax outdoors and 
to socialize.  

membering to bring their 
winter wear, try having them 
always put it on prior to 
leaving home. That way they 
always have all of their win-
ter wear with them. 

Phone: 952-746-6020 
Fax: 952-746-6023 
www.islacad.org  

Nurturing Leaders for 
Tomorrow’s World 
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What do you 

notice? 
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Saturday, April 24, 2010 
1-4 p.m. 
Science Museum of MN 
120 W. Kellogg Blvd. 
St. Paul, MN  55102 

Amantes de la Ciencia (Lovers of Science) introduces visitors to science and 
education professionals from the Twin Cities' Latino/a and Hispanic commu-
nities. Last year's activities included making milagritos, building geodetic 
domes out of marshmallows and toothpicks, and learning about human DNA. 
Come see what exciting science activities and demonstrations are happening 
this year at the Science Museum of Minnesota's Amantes de la Ciencia, Sat-
urday, April 24, 2010, from 1-4 p.m. 

Free with Science Museum admission. 

http://www.smm.org/sciencefusion/amantes/  


