
Dear ISLA families, 
 
Last week I was inspired by Robert Frost and his poetry, so calming and filled 
with images of nature.  I had a couple days to rest and not think of the far away 
uncertainties of work.  We had the added bonus of fantastic weather…..I hope 
many of you were able to enjoy it, if at least for a day!  Today, returning to work 
was a blast of Langston Hughes….literally, I received a bang in the face with a 
soccer ball at recess!  Welcome to spring! I like the analogy of a kiss to soften it a 
bit, but it’s a blast none-the-less. 
 
April will bring many fun and important events to ISLA.  It is looking to be a very 
busy last two months of the year!  Our third through sixth graders will be busy tak-
ing the Minnesota Comprehensive Assessments over the next two weeks.  Volun-
teer Appreciation week follows the week of the 19th,  giving us an opportunity to 
thank our wonderful volunteers!  More information is included in this newsletter.  
  
We will begin the week of the 19th celebrating much that we value here at ISLA, 
including the environment, (Earth Day the 22nd) and literacy (Día del Libro/Book 
Day Friday, April 23).  Monday will include an all-school assembly Don Quijote 
de la Mancha, Miguel Cervantes’ classic tale performed by Paulino Brener, an Ar-
gentine performer.  Earth Day we will be entertained by Heart of the Beast Puppet 
Theatre for a performance on the topic of water…. Are You Thirsty?  We thank 
Allen and Mary Anne Lindquist for generously donating this assembly for all 
ISLA students to enjoy! 
 
The last week of April will include an evening music concert performed by ISLA 
first and second graders.  They have been preparing all year for this event! 
 
So, here’s to spring…..bang in the face! 

    
 

Karen Terhaar 

“Oh, give us pleasure in the flowers today; and give us not to think so far away as the uncertain 
harvest; keep us here  all simply in the springing of the year.” -Robert Frost 
 
“I stuck my head out the window this morning and spring kissed me bang in the face.”   -Langston 
Hughes 
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We are still enroll-
ing students for 
ISLA Summer 
Camp. At this 
point we have 
opened up registra-
tions for students 
from other Spanish immer-
sion programs. If you are 
still interested please return 
your forms in the office as 
soon as possible so you can 
get your chosen camps. 

For more information and 
registration forms visit our 
website: 

http://www.islacad.org/
newsevents/
summercamp.html  
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The House of Bernarda Alba 
April 9-25, 2010 
Thursdays - Sundays at 7:30 pm 
SteppingStone Theater, 55 Victoria Street North, St. Paul, MN 
 
Life and passion erupt from the oppressive environment in The House of Bernarda Alba where 5 adult daughters are kept in mourning for the dead father.  Ber-
narda, an overbearing mother is desirous to deny the outside world to her daughters and shroud any controversy in silence.  The youngest daughter, Adela, de-
termined to reach for love, disrupts the established order in this 20th century classic. 
 
For tickets call 1-800-838-3006 or visit www.brownpapertickets.com/event/100815.  $15 General Admission $12 Students/Seniors  



Our new guidelines for lunch 
are in full swing and students 
have adjusted very well to the 
expectations. We are all 
working on being risk-takers, 
open minded, and principled 
while choosing the different 
items in the lunch line, and 
being respectful and thankful 
of our volunteers. 

Our Third grade class has 
been working in the cafeteria 
everyday after lunch cleaning 

tables. I have 
heard nothing but 
positive com-
ments. All stu-
dents have been 
responsible, re-
spectful and done 
their job with a 
smile. I would 
like to thank this 
class as they will be finishing 
their shift at the end of this 

month. It is re-
warding to see 
that we can all 
take care of each 
other and with a 
little bit of effort 
make ISLA a 
better place for 
all. 

The next Roller Skating fundraiser at the Roller Gardens will be at the end of the math testing week. 
Come and have fun there from 4:30 to 8:00 PM on the 16th of April . 
Invite all your friends, too! The fee including regular roller skates is only $5! 
 

Also: There will be an end-of-school party at the Roller Gardens on Saturday, June 5th.  
This will be a private party, with just ISLA staff, students, family, and friends.  
SAVE THE DATE! Plan on skating to English and Spanish music, and playing games! 

 

Addressing Bullying with Restorative 
Practices 
Wed., April 21, 6:30-8:00 p.m. 
Description: 
For parents and/or staff working with kids K-12th.   
Bullying and disruptive behavior are common problems that parents 
and schools often struggle with.  This workshop explores how re-
storative practices can be used to effectively reduce and change be-
havior issues of all involved.  Attendees will explore a healing ap-
proach to discipline with concrete strategies for intervention resulting 
in authentic healing and change for the individual, family, school, 
and community.  Cost:  Free. 
 

Hopkins Community Education is offering the following 
parenting classes: 
Stress and Anxiety in  
Children 
Tues., April 20, 6:30-8:00 p.m. 
Description: 
For parents or staff working with children ages 4-12. 
Children can feel stress or anxiety for a variety of reasons.  Learn 
why these intense emotions can exist and what parents or staff can 
do to help.  Participants will explore practical strategies for coping 
and managing stress and anxiety to allow their child to be successful 
at home and at school.  Cost:  $10 
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¡Carnaval! Exhibit  
Minneapolis Central Library 
Cargill Hall 
April 6—May 25th 
This exhibit features people from eight European and Latin American communities that work on this annual, community-
wide festival.  Included are images, video, masks, costume pieces that reflect their history and cultural traditions.  A self-
explanatory guide is available for families to fully experience the exhibit. 
This program is funded in part with money from the vote of the people of Minnesota on Nov. 4, 2008, which dedicated 
funding to preserve Minnesota’s art and cultural heritage. 
Presented in partnership with the National Endowment for the Humanities. 

�
Spanish Read to Me 
Hosmer Library 
Tuesdays, March 2—May 25, 6 p.m. 
Para niños de hasta 4to. grado y sus familias.  Se leen cuentos en español para los niños.  Algunas veces jugamos algún juego tradicional en 
español o vemos una película corta en español.  ¡Ven por un cuento o dos o tres! 
Stories read to children in Spanish.  Sometimes a traditional Spanish game might be included or a shor movie in Spanish.  Stop by for a story or two 
or three! 
 
 
La Gran Celebración de El d�a de los niños/El d�a de los libros 
Children’s Day/Book Day Grand Celebration 
Saturday, April 24th, 10:30 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
Held at the Church of the Assumption, 305 E. 77th St., Richfield, MN 
Celebremos esta d�a guiar a los niños hacia el amor por los libros y la lectura con danzas floclóricas, comida, cuentos, libros y manualidades, juegos y m� s. 
Prestado en colaboración con La Misión, Centro de Rescursos para Familias Latinas en la Iglesai de la Asunción. 
Celebrate this annual day of connecting children to the love of books and reading with dance performances, music, food, storytelling, book making and games! 
Presented in collaboration with La Mision, Latino Resource Center and Church of the Assumption  

Chile Earthquake Relief Effort Updates 

A huge thank you to our families for their contributions for our Uniform Free Day. The final count was: 
$503.46, which will be going to “Un Techo para Chile” (Roof for Chile) 

There are more events being planned in the Twin Cities to fundraise for the earthquake victims. Our first through sixth grade classes 
have decided to be involved supporting the family night in Fridley. Your child’s teacher will communicate how can you support this 
effort. 

The Chilean community in Minnesota has been humbled by all the support received through-out the Twin Cities in more than ten 
different events.  

Family Night for Chile 
Date:  Friday, April 23, 2010 
Time: 5:30pm - 8:00pm 
Location: Church of Saint William 
Street:  6120 5th, St. Northeast 
City/Town: Fridley, MN 55432 
 
Chilenos in Minnesota Club invites you to a great family evening event in an effort to 
help the people of Chile trying to recover from the devastation of the recent earthquake. 
Together we can make a difference! 
Please come to enjoy delicious Chilean food, raffles, bingo, games for kids, silent auction and music 
Entry fee: A Donation is requested 
Food available for purchase 

Award-winning Film BUGS!  In 3D 
Date: Saturday, April 17, 2010 
Time: 9:15am - 11:00am 
Location: Great Clips IMAX Theater at the Minnesota Zoo 
Tickets are: $10.00 -- $5 of which will go directly to Un Techo 
Para Chile (A Roof for Chile) and Caritas Linares to aid in the 
construction of housing for earthquake victims. 



Fiesta de la Primavera 
 

SAVE THE DATE  
 

Come live it up, connect with good people of 
the ISLA community and help raise money 

for our school. 
 
 

Open to ISLA community, family and friends. 
Sorry, no kids. Get that sitter booked today. 

More details coming soon. 
 
 
 

Saturday Night • May 8th 
The Shady Oak Grill 

at Tuttle’s Bowl in Hopkins 
Dinner • Auction • Good times 

BROUGHT TO YOU BY THE ISLA PTO 
 

Notice of Annual Meeting and Board Election 
On Tuesday, May 11, at 6:30 p.m. in room 122 of the ISLA site, the Board of Directors of International Spanish Language Academy 
will conduct its annual meeting and elections of directors for seats on the ISLA Board of Directors.  All parents of ISLA students, 
ISLA staff and teachers of ISLA are entitled to vote in this election.  Voting is by secret ballot, and is conducted in person only, at 
the beginning of the annual meeting.   
 
For more information, please look on the ISLA website (www.islacad.org), e-mail Governance Committee Chair Mark Mathison at 
mmathison@islacad.org or Board Chair Sonia Miller-VanOort at smiller@islacad.org or leave a message for either Mark or Sonia at 
the ISLA office, (952) 746-6020. 
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One Tardy Student: 

 
1. Disrupts the learning environ-
ment.  
2. Requires more clerical work. 
3. Costs teaching time for every-
one.  

More time in class has a direct 
effect on school performance on 
standardized tests.  



 Lunch Change for April 
On Friday April 30th Faith Church 
will be holding a fundraiser at the 
church during the lunch hours. 

Due to this event, we are unable to 
provide any lunch service. Please pack 
a bag lunch for your student that in-
cludes a beverage because milk will 
not be available for purchase. 

We apologize for this incon-
venience and appreciate your 
cooperation. 

- 
��	���������
�
.��,������������
��������
����
�����������
�������� ��
%��
��,�
�������������	����,����
�% �
�
/��	
�0�
Five Little Monkeys Jumping on the Bed, by Eileen Christelow (counting) 
A Bargain for Frances, by Russell Hoban (money) 
Inch by Inch, by Leo Lionni (measure and size) 
And to Think That I Saw It on Mulberry Street, Dr. Suess (data and probability) 
 
�

�����0�
Deena’s Lucky Penny, by deRubertis, Barbara (money) 
How Hungry Are You?,  by Donna Jo Napoli and Richard Tchen 
(fractions) 
Missing Mittens, by Stuart J. Murphy (even/odd numbers) 
Pattern Bugs, by Trudy Harris (patterns) 
 

�
���	0�
Anno’s Magic Seeds, by Mitsumasa Anno (number stories and operations) 
Even Steven and Odd Todd, by Kathryn Cristaldi (even/odd numbers) 
Shapes, Shapes, Shapes, by Tana Hoban (geometry) 
A Day with No Math, by Marilyn Kaye (math) 

 
� ����	0�
� Lao Lao of Dragon Mountain, by Margaret Bateson-Hill (geometry) 
 The King’s Chessboard, by David Birch (number stories and opera-
tions) 
 Counting on Frank, by Rod Clement (probability) 

 Measuring Penny, by Loreen Leedy (measurement) 
 
������0�
Castle, by David Macaulay (geometry) 
Ten Times Better, by Richard Michelson (number and order) 
Inchworm and a Half, by Elinor J. Pinczes (measurement) 
Basic Essentials: Map and Compass, by Cliff Jacobson (reference frames) 
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· Anno’s Magic Seeds, by 

Mitsumasa Anno (patterns 
and algebra concepts) 

· Who Sank the Boat, by 
Pamela Allen (geometry) 

· If You Hopped Like a Frog, 
by David M. Schwartz 
(fractions, decimals, and 
percents; rates and propor-
tions) 

· Sir Cumference and the 
Dragon of Pi, by Cindy 
Neuschwander (geometry) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
· Jim and the Beanstalk, by 

Raymond Briggs (data, 
chance, and probability) 

Board Member 
Contact Information 

 
Sonia Miller-Van Oort, Chair 
smiller@islacad.org 
 
Michael Valley, Treasurer 
mvalley@islacad.org 
 
Kate Shamblott, Chair Elect 
Facility Committee Chair 
kshamblott@islacad.org 
 
Mark Mathison,  
Governance Committee Chair 
mmathison@islacad.org 
 
Eric Peterson,  
Communications/Marketing Committee Chair 
epeterson@islacad.org 
 
Vanessa Bera 
vbera@islacad.org 
 
Briana Boeser 
bboeser@islacad.org 
 
Melody Brombacher 
mbrombacher@islacad.org 
 
Kerry Krawczyk-LeMieux 
klemieux@islacad.org 
 
Steve Semler 
ssemler@islacad.org 
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State of the School 




