Playing Penny—Nickel Exchange (“Cambio”)

Materials:

20 pennies 

(If there are more than 4 players you’ll need to add 5 pennies per additional person)
10 nickels

1 die (values 1-6)

2 plates for the coins (one for each coin type)

1 plate per player
Directions:

Players put the 20 pennies and 10 nickels in piles on separate plates.  This is the bank.  Players take turns.  During each turn, a player rolls a die and collects the number of pennies shown on the die from the bank.  Whenever a player has at least 5 pennies, they say “Cambio” (pronounced  “cahm bee oh”) (Exchange) and trade 5 pennies for one nickel from the bank.  The game ends when there are no more nickels in the bank.  The player with the most nickels wins.  If players have the same number of nickels, the player with the most pennies wins. 

*Encourage your child to count the pennies and say the numbers in Spanish.  Let your child be your teacher.

Alternative:  Count the total amount of cents on each plate (start with nickels, counting by fives and later with the pennies, counting on by ones).
Alternative:  Use 30 pennies and 20 nickels
